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Hazard Profile: 
 
 
Manmade and natural disasters occur frequently in Turkey like the other countries. 
 
Earthquakes are the most important hazard in terms of its destructiveness and fatality. It occurs frequently. 
Turkey is on an active seismic zone. Earthquakes can be fatal even its magnitude of 4, especially at average 
citizens’ settlements because of bad construction conditions additionally to wrong urban applications. Scientists 
say that Turkey has a probability for an earthquake with magnitude of 7 or over that can cause tens of 
thousands at Marmara Region geologically near time. %96 of Turkey’s area is subject this hazard with varied 
rates. Nearly 500.000 damaged buildings with 100.000 death occurred with 200 destructive earthquake. 
 
Floods are the most common hazards. They can develop slowly and as flash floods. Wrong urbanization, 
deforestation, and changes in precipitation contingently climate change causes bigger damages from flood year 
after year. West, South and North of Turkey regionally affected the floods. Nearly 1300 death and 61.000 houses 
destroyed by floods in a 50 years period. 
 
Landslides are the other hazard for Turkey that can be fatal and mostly destructive. Sloping regions like North, 
Middle and East parts of country encounter with landslides. North, East and central part of Turkey are faced 
with this hazard. 4250 dwelling unit affected by landslides with 197 death in a 50 years period.  
 
Forest fires are another hazard. Annually nearly 2000 fires occur but with forest management system damaged 
fields are deceased. Other natural hazards are avalanches, erosion and newly drought. 
 
Manmade hazards are industrial and environmental accidents, mining accidents, transportation accidents, 
terrorism and refuge. Some environmental accidents revert to international problem very easily. 
 
Because of the strategic location of Turkey, there are always social hazards like war that can occur in border-
neighbors. We have had a very disappointing incident since 2011. There are nearly two millions refugees from 
Syria in Turkey which escape from civil war.  
 
 
 
Disaster Management Legal Framework: 
 
In Turkey all disastrous events are initially considered as local, under the governor’s responsibility. Public safety 
agencies (such as police or fire at a town or city level) typically have situational responsibility for disasters since 
they may cause fatalities/injuries, property damage, and may disrupt normal tenants of everyday governance.  
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Most disasters do not exceed the capacity of the local jurisdiction or the capacity. If event becomes bigger to be 
solved by local government, adjacent localities’ governorship and territorial Civil Defense and Rescue Unit 
Directorates attend the operation in coordination with the scene’s governor. If the event becomes 
overwhelming to local governments, Prime Ministry Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (DEMP) 
becomes the controlling emergency management agency. Likely USA, DEMP is the lead national authority for 
emergency management and supports, but does not override, local authority. Forest fires are under the 
responsibility of Forest Service. 
 
In 2009, Prime Ministry Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency was established to unify 3 different 
institutions responsible for incidents and disasters with the Law no 5902. The Disaster and Emergency 
Management Presidency ensures collaboration between all institutions and organizations of the country for 
planning, steering, supporting, coordinating and ensuring the effectiveness of activities that are necessary for 
fast completion of the works carried out to prevent disasters and minimize losses, respond to disasters, and 
engage in post-disaster recovery. 
 
Presidency works through the Provincial Disaster and Emergency Directorates that are directly subordinate to 
Governor’s Offices in provinces, and through the Civil Defense and Rescue Unit Directorates. 
 
The Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency is the sole competent authority concerning disasters and 
emergencies, and works like an umbrella organization.  
Key Disaster Management Organizations: 

- Governor’s Office at local (including the provincial directorates of related institutions) 
- DEMP  
- Ministers of National Defense, Interior, Foreign Affairs, Finance, National Education, Environment and 

Urbanization, Health, Transportation, Energy and Natural Resources, and Forestry and Water Affairs. 
- Department of Chief of Staff 
- Army forces,  
- Turkish Red Cross 
- Accredited NGOs. 

 
Common Disaster Response Challenges: 
Communication and coordination between local and central authorities. But a lot of experiences was learned 
from the earlier disasters. Turkey was very successful in last disaster, Van Earthquake which occurred with 
magnitude of 7.2 in 2011. All levels of management on earthquakes are better than the other disasters. Issues 
related with flood, landslides, etc. must be improved especially in the terms of preparedness and planning. Early 
warning has not improved enough but projects are still going on.   
 
Notable Disasters in History 
Tokat Flood -1908, 2000 death 
Erzincan Earthquake- 1939, 33.000 deaths 
Istanbul Independenta Petrol Tanker Accident-1979, 40 death-nearly 25.000 galoon petroleum 
Zonguldak Mine Gas Explosion-1983, 100 deaths 
Isparta-Senirkent Flood and landslide-1995, 75 deaths 
Marmara Earthquake-1999, Nearly 18.000 death 
Soma Mining Accident-2014- 300 Deaths 


